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is responsible for that exploitation of Gentile myths which is
such a feature of Jewish apocalyptic literature. At first sight
this more or less unconscious syncretism seems strange in any-
one so narrow and bigoted in his religious views. But I take
it to be a proof of the compelling influence of the Babylonian
environment; Babylon, mother of so many myths and
mysteries, has set her seal on the very fanatic who denounces
her. This is an extraordinarily instructive point.
But it is not only a more complex and crystallized ritual
that develops in EzekiePs imagination—if indeed it did not
already exist in the attitude of the exiled Jews. The idea of
Jahweh is also modified, and becomes more spiritual. This is
perhaps a result of the dispersion of the Jews which followed
the Assyrian conquests.1 God expanded, so to speak, with
the expansion of the area over which his. worship spread.
Doubtless Ezekiel's conception is still fairly anthropomorphic.
Jahweh speaks to him directly 2; the prophet apparently sees
his hand and it grasps him 3; and finally he is allowed to look
upon God's glory, the dazzling radiance of his person.4 Nor is
he at all sure that the abominable gods of the nations are non-
existent or powerless. On the other hand, Second Isaiah, who
dwells chiefly on hopes for the future, is apparently a pure
monotheist. According to him there is no god but God, " it
is he that sitteth enthroned upon the circle of the earth . . . that
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them as a
tent to dwell in " 5; he is the creator and ruler of the universe.
And the supreme manifestation of his glory will be the conversion
of the nations.6
II
the return
The prophets of the Exile evidently anticipated a mass
return of the descendants of those who were exiled in 586 ; but
when Cyrus actually sanctioned their departure it was not a
very large band that set out for Judaea, under the leadership of
Sheshbazzar.7 The number has been given as 50,000, but this
is only a very doubtful approximation. Certainly those whose
1 CCLXXTV, 252 ff.	2 Ezek. i. 28 ;   ii. 2 ;   iii. 16, etc.
3	Ezek. ii, 9 and iii. 14 ;   viii. 3, etc.
4	Ezek. i, 28 ;   iii. 23;   viii. 4, etc.
5	Isa. xl. 22.    It is only necessary to read chaps, xl. and xli. to
appreciate the attitude of the author.
6	Isa. xlix. 6.
7	LIX, 3rd edit., 191.    On the Return and the beginnings of the
Restoration, cf. Lods, op, cit., 265 ff.

